
Flints launch their new trade counter in Deptford, and the closure of their historic Queen’s Row shop 

Flints are delighted to announce the opening of their brand-new trade counter service at their main distribution 
warehouse in Deptford. It will provide the same excellent customer service that clients are accustomed to at the 
Queen’s Row Shop but with the added advantage of gaining access to the entire Flints stock. The same staff will be 
on hand to assist with sales, plus there will be specialist staff on hand with more in-depth technical knowledge. The 
foyer has recently been renovated to help make this transition as smooth as possible and a new seating area will be 
offered to those waiting to collect orders, along with free Wi-fi and hot drinks. The Flints Deptford Trade Counter will 
officially open on Monday 16th October 2017, the staff are looking forward to welcoming all through the door: 

    

However, it is still with great sadness that Flints announces the closure of their much-loved Queen’s Row Shop on 
Saturday 14th October 2017. 

On 16th December 2016 Southwark Council granted Flints’ landlords permission to convert the Grade 2 listed 
Industrial building at Queen’s Row into luxury flats, much to the disappointment of many Scenic Artists, Propmakers, 
Designers, Producers and Theatrical Institutions. The building has a long theatre history which has been a recent 
focus for discussion in the press, this is particularly topical in Southwark with the fast disappearance of industrial and 
commercial spaces to make space for luxury flats. A recent article in the Guardian followed the descendants of 
Joseph Harker, scene painter, who had the building created in 1905 to provide him with a naturally lit scenic art 
studio and paint frame. British Pathé have some fantastic footage of Joseph Harker and his “Forty Foot Art” at work: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iqB2oE7JuQM  

Alasdair Flint, the managing director of Flints, had this comment on the redevelopment: 

“London has more theatres than any other town in the world. It seems short sighted that the many companies that 
lend support to this thriving industry are being forced to move out of town. Sadly, the problem is not restricted to the 
theatre industry. It seems that any application to convert an industrial building into flats is granted on the mantra – 
“we need more housing”. Indeed, we do need more affordable housing but we need industry too. The pressure on 
industrial land is so great because of the immense profits developers can make building luxury flats.  Rental prices on 
the few remaining industrial buildings are now being driven up way beyond the means of the average company. Until 
planners stop granting permission to re-utilise industrial land for housing, and indeed for churches and self-storage 
units, then we can expect whole areas of London to become very dull dormitories full of empty properties which are 
simply financial commodities for predominantly foreign investors with no interest in building a truly balanced 
community. 

For Southwark Council to grant planning to convert a Grade 2 listed theatrical industrial building of such historical 
significance for the sake of six very unaffordable flats is close to a crime. When will the planners see sense?” 

Until doors close at 2pm on 14th October 2017, members of the public are welcome to visit the Queen’s Row shop to 
look round, though visitors should be aware that to view upstairs (where the frames are situated) they will need to 
be accompanied and may have to wait until the shop is quiet. During October there will be a clearance sale based 
out of Queen’s Row.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iqB2oE7JuQM


 

About Flints: 

Flint Hire & Supply was established in 1981 to provide the theatre industry with a single source for specialist theatre 
hardware and paints. They cater for Stage Managers, Production Managers, Workshop Managers, Scenic Artists, 
Engineers, Carpenters, Painters and Propmakers. Flints is now the major retailer of theatrical goods in the UK 
employing over forty staff.  

For further information or photographs please contact Hannah Heap by emailing hannah.heap@flints.co.uk 
For enquiries about access to view the site, take photographs, or for filming please contact the building manager Jo 
Bunnell-Thompson by emailing jo.bunnell-thompson@flints.co.uk 
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